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When confirming polar questions, speakers have a range of options available to formulate 
their responses, the two most frequent across languages being interjections and repeats 
(Enfield et al. 2019). In the literature, interjections are mostly argued to be the unmarked and 
default option (e.g. Raymond 2003 on English), and it has been proposed that repetitional 
confirmations across languages do more than just confirming, simultaneously performing 
additional actions such as resisting thematic rights implicitly expressed by the other speaker’s 
question (Enfield et al. 2019: 286). Based on the frequency distribution of interjection vs. 
repetition type answers across 14 languages, mostly favoring interjections, Enfield et al. (2019: 
300) suggest that there may be a universal tendency for using interjections to confirm polar 
questions. In this talk, I present data from Yurakaré (isolate, Bolivia) that pose a challenge to 
this conclusion. On the basis of around 250 cases of different types of polar questions from a 
corpus of everyday interactions (van Gijn et al. 2011), it is shown that in Yurakaré, repeat 
rather than interjection format constitutes the unmarked response type to information-
seeking polar questions. Quantitative and qualitative evidence is presented to support this 
claim. Repeats are much more frequent than interjections in confirmations of polar questions 
that introduce new information. A close qualitative sequential analysis furthermore shows 
that interjections are used in Yurakaré conversations as responses to information-seeking 
questions to indicate that the response is not a straightforward confirmation, but that another 
action such as dealing with trouble expressed by the question is additionally at stake. The 
Yurakaré data demonstrate that the default format of confirming responses to polar questions 
is a language-specific phenomenon.  
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