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E D U C A T I O N  &  D E G R E E S  
 

2018-2022  
 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  
‘Effects of levodopa and deep brain stimulation on tongue body kinematics in Parkinson’s 
disease’ (summa cum laude) 
Phonetics, University of Cologne, Germany 
  

2016-2018  MASTER OF ARTS  
‘Dynamische Modellierung prosodischer Prominenz bei Parkinson Patienten’ 
Linguistics, University of Cologne, Germany 
 

2012-2016  

 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
‘Eine akustisch-artikulatorische Analyse der Sprechmotorik bei Essentiellen Tremor 
Patienten mit Tiefer Hirnstimulation‘ 
Linguistics, Phonetics & Education, University of Cologne, Germany 
   

 
P R O F E S S I O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E  
 

s ince 01/2025  POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCHER  
Dept. of Neurology, University Hospital Cologne, Germany 
CRC 1252 ‘Prominence in Language’ 
Project T01: Digital biomarkers for speech changes in Parkinson‘s disease 
 

s ince 07/2024  CLINICAL RESEARCHER  
ki:elements GmbH, Germany 
 

2023 -  2024  POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCHER  
Dept. of Neurology, University Hospital Cologne, Germany 
  

2022  VIS ITING RESEARCH SCHOLAR  
Dept. of Hearing and Speech Sciences, Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, TN 
 

2018-2022  DOCTORAL RESEARCHER  
Dept. of Neurology, University Hospital Cologne, Germany 
a.r.t.e.s. Graduate School for the Humanities, University of Cologne, Germany 
 

s ince 2016  MEMBER OF RESEARCH TEAM 
Brain Modulation and Speech Motor Control 
 

2016-2018  GRADUATE RESEARCH ASSISTANT  
IfL Phonetics, University of Cologne, Germany 
 

2014-2016 RESEARCH ASSISTANT   
IfL Phonetics, University of Cologne, Germany 

  

 
A C A D E M I C  S E R V I C E   
 

s ince 01/2025  DEPUTY REPRESENTATIVE OF POSTDOCS  
CRC Board, CRC 1252 ‘Prominence in Language’ 
 

 JOURNAL REVIEWS 
BMC Neurology, Journal of Neural Transmission, Movement Disorders, Frontiers in Aging 
Neuroscience, Clinical Linguistics & Phonetics, Scientific Reports, npj Parkinson’s disease, 
Journal of the Acoustical Society of America 

https://neurospeech.uni-koeln.de/


T A B E A  T H I E S   
 

 

 

 CONFERENCE (PROCEEDINGS)  REVIEWS  
Laboratory Phonolgy (LabPhon18, LabPhon19), Speech Prosody (2022, 2024), Interspeech 
2023, ISSP 2024 
 

 

 

GUEST EDITOR 
Hermes, A.*, Mefferd, A.*, Thies, T.* (2021). Special Issue "Aging- and Disease-related Changes 
in Speech Production". Languages. (* all equal) 
 

 
C O - S U P E R V I S I O N  
 

 BACHELOR THESES 
Annika Mohr (2020): “Einfluss der akinetisch-rigiden Symptomatik auf die Ausprägung und den 
Schweregrad der Dysarthrie beim idiopathischen Parkinson-Syndrom”, BA Speech Therapy, 
University of Cologne 
 

Janine Schreen (2024): “Untersuchung des Zusammenhangs zwischen kognitiven 
Einschränkungen und depressiver Symptomatik und dem Grad und der Ausprägung der 
Dysarthrie bei Morbus Parkinson und Essentiellem Tremor, BA Speech Therapy, University of 
Cologne 
 

 MASTER THESES 
Elisa Herbig (2024), “Speech motor control and cognition in Parkinson’s Disease”, MA Linguistics, 
University of Cologne 
 

Janine Schreen (since 07/2024), MA Linguistics, University of Cologne 
 

 MEDICAL DOCTOR 
Nuria Geerts (since 02/2021), Faculty of Medicine and University Hospital Cologne, University of 
Cologne 
 

Kelly Simon (since 04/2024), Faculty of Medicine and University Hospital Cologne, University of 
Cologne 
 

Ann-Cathrin Jung (since 10/2024), Faculty of Medicine and University Hospital Cologne, 
University of Cologne 
 

 
C O N F E R E N C E  O R G A N I S A T I O N   
 

04/2024  D IGITAL BIOMARKERS IN PARKINSON’S DISEASE:  
DIA GNOSIS  AND SYMPTOM MONITORING USING SPEECH,  GAIT  AND COGNITI ON  

Co-chairing session at German Congress for Parkinson’s disease and movement disorders 
Stadthalle Rostock 
 

04/2024  PARKINSON-LOGOPÄDIE-SYMPOSIUM 
University Hospital Cologne 
 

07/2022  WISSENSCHAFT TRIFFT GESELLSCHAFT  
Annual workshop of the a.r.t.e.s. Graduate School for the Humanities, University of Cologne 
 

06/2022  NEUROSPEECH 
Interdisciplinary symposium, University of Cologne and University Hospital Cologne 
 

07/2018  RESPIRATORY MEASURES IN SPEECH 
Workshop with Dr. Susanne Fuchs, University of Cologne 
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https://artes.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/promotion/qualifikation/artes-forum/forum-2022-1
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s ince 2019  INTERNATIONAL PARKINSON AND MOVEMENT D ISORDER SOCIETY (MDS)  
 

s ince 2018  ASSOCIATION FOR LABORATORY PHONOLOGY (ALP)  
 

s ince 2016  COLOGNE CENTER OF LANGUAGES (CCLS)  
 

 
T E A C H I N G  
 

2019  LECTURE „PHONETICS AND PHONOLGY I I”  
 

2016 –  2018  SEMINAR “PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY I”  
 

 TUTORIAL “PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY I I”  
 

 
O U T R E A C H  
 

11/2024  TALK AT LINGUITIC CAREER DAY UNIVESITY OF  COLOGNE 
From Phonetics to Pathological Speech: Exploring Research and Industry Opportunities 
 

s ince 02/2023  LAB TWITTER ACCOUNT 
@SpeeDy_Lab 
 

s ince 12/2021  HOMEPAGE MAINTENANCE 
Brain Modulation and Speech Motor Control 
 

2016 –  2018  WORKSHOP CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY “OUR VOICE”  
 

 
G R A N T S  &  A W A R D S  &  S C H O L A R S H I P S  
 

2025 -  2026  PROCOPE FUNDING PROGRAM, GERMAN RESEARCH FOUNDATION  
Mobility grant for personnel exchange between Cologne and Paris for the project: “Take a 
Breath: Validating EMA for Speech Breathing and its Implementation in ADA” (7.485 €, 
German side) 
 

12/2024  OFFERMANN-HERGARTEN FOUNDATION  
Prize of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities of the University of Cologne for outstanding 
achievements by early-career researchers, here for my dissertation (4.500 €) 
 

04/2024  GERMAN PARKINSON’S FOUNDATION  
Innovation Award “Clinical Research”, Project: Speech motor biomarkers in Parkinson's 
disease (100.000 €) 
 

08/2023  GERMAN ACADEMIC EXCHANGE SERVICE (D AAD)  
Travel Grant: „20th International Congress of the Phonetic Sciences (ICPhS)“ (930 €) 
 

10/2022 –  12/2022  THIEMANN FOUNDATION 
Travel Grant: Research visit at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville, Tennessee 
(8.500 €) 
 

08/2022  COLOGNE CENTER OF LANGUAGES (CCLS)  
Travel Grant: “8th International Conference on Speech Motor Control” (500 €) 
 

07/2022  COLOGNE CENTER OF LANGUAGES (CCLS)  
Grant for workshop organization: “Show me what you’ve got - Datenmanagement und 
Transparenz in den (Geistes) wissenschaften” (500 €) 
 

04/2022 –  03/2023  ST IFTUNG MERCATOR 
One-year scholarship for practice-oriented research within doctoral program of the a.r.t.e.s. 
Graduate School for the Humanities (16.800 €) 
 

03/2022  COLOGNE CENTER OF LANGUAGES (CCLS)  
Travel Grant: “2nd Workshop on Speech Perception and Production across the Lifespan 
2020” (500 €) 
 

09/2019  GERMAN ACADEMIC EXCHANGE SERVICE (D AAD)  
Travel Grant: „ International Congress of Parkinson's Disease and Movement Disorders 
2019“ 

https://twitter.com/SpeeDy_Lab
https://neurospeech.uni-koeln.de/
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04/2019 –  03/2022  A.R.T.E.S .  GRADUAT E SCHOOL FOR THE HUMANITIES  
Three-year doctoral scholarship (50.400 €) 
 

01/2019  A.R.T.E.S .  GRADUAT E SCHOOL FOR THE HUMANITIES  
Travel Grant: “International Symposium on Phonetics and Cognitive Sciences of Language 
2019” (1.500 €) 
 

07/2018  COLOGNE CENTER OF LANGUAGES (CCLS)  
Grant for workshop organization: “Workshop on respiratory movement measures in 
speech” (500 €) 
 

04/2018  ASSOCIATION FOR LABORATORY PHONOLOGY (ALP)  
Travel Grant: “16th Conference on Laboratory Phonology: Variation, development and 
impairment: Between phonetics and phonology” (300 €) 
 

07/2016  FACULTY PRICE  
for an outstanding bachelor thesis, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, University of Cologne 
 

 
O N G O I N G  C O L L A B O R A T I O N S   
 

 ANTJE MEFFERD 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, Tennessee, US 
 

 ANNE HERMES 
Université Sorbonne Nouvelle, CNRS, LPP, Paris, France 
 

 SERGE P INTO 
Aix-Marseille Univ, CNRS, LPL, Aix-en-Provence, France 
 

 JAN HLAVNICKA 
Czech Technical University in Prague, Prague, Czech Republic 
 

 S IMON EICKHOFF & GIANNA KUHLES  
Institute of Neuroscience and Medicine, Brain and Behaviour (INM-7), Research Centre 
Jülich, Germany 
 

 MICHAEL SOMMERAUER  
University Hospital Bonn, Germany 
 

 TOBIAS WARNECKE 
Klinikum Osnabrück, Germany 
 

 
Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  &  T R A I N I N G  
 

07/2023  COMMUNICATING SCIENCE SUCCESSFULLY WITH M EDIA AND THE PUBLIC  
Workshop with Dr. Elisabeth Hoffmann, Dr. Anna Euteneuer, and Lennart Backs, University 
of Cologne 
 

11/2021  WISSENSCHAFT ERFOLGREICH KOMMUNIZIEREN  
Workshop with Nicole Körkel 
 

07/2019  3 r d  SPEECH AND SWALLOWING SCHOOL  
MDS-ES, Directors: Dr. Jan Rusz and Dr. Elina Tripoliti, Prague, Czech Republic 
 

09/2016  VOICE,  RESPIRATION, PRESENTATION  
Training, Female Career Center, University of Cologne 
 

 
S U M M A R Y  O F  C U R R E N T  R E S E A R C H  A C T I V I T Y  
 

As a phonetician, I am interested in the speech production of patients with movement disorders with a special focus on REM 
sleep behavior disorder, Parkinson’s disease and Essential Tremor. By using acoustic and kinematic speech recordings, I aim 
to understand speech mechanisms that induce dysarthria, on the one hand, but to also investigate disease and treatment 
effects on speech, on the other hand. Speech deficits can occur as side effects of a deep brain stimulation, as so-called 
stimulation-induced dysarthria. The understanding of the effects of DBS on brain networks responsible for speech is essential 
for the optimization of stimulation parameters or even electrode placement during surgery to improve the treatment. 
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105487. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.parkreldis.2023.105487 

 

Lowit, A., Thies, T., Steffen, J., Scheele, F., Roheger, M., Kalbe, E. & Barbe, M.T. (2022) Task-based profiles of language 
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