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Outside of the lab, speech is embedded in an assemblage of noises and sources of interference. Yet, somehow, verbal communication works effortlessly despite these external perturbations. In this talk, I am going to explore the properties of phonetic systems that make this feat possible. I will develop a notion of “robustness” that is inspired by systems biology and complexity science, and I will review the current evidence for robustness. At the end of the talk, I will talk about currently ongoing studies that will help to put the notion of robustness on a firm empirical footing.

