
Variable focus marking and segmental anchoring in two Mexican Spanish ethnolects 
 

Gilly Marchini 
 

University of Edinburgh 
 
 

This talk presents ongoing research into the documentation of F0 patterns in two ethnolects 
of Mexican Spanish:  Afro-Mexican Spanish, spoken by rural, isolated communities of Afro-
indigenous heritage, and Altiplateau Mexican Spanish, spoken by urban communities of 
European-indigenous heritage. Here specifically, I focus on F0 variation as a function of 
prosodic focus and the segmental string. Previous scholarship ascertains distinctions between 
Afro and non-Afro Spanishes through lack of intonational pitch and influence in trajectory 
shape from segmental string in the former (Hualde & Schwegler 2007; Lipski 2008; 
Marchini2024a, 2024b). Nonetheless, past analyses were conducted using phonological 
labelling methods (e.g., ToBI), such that the phonetics of these pitch contours may have been 
misrepresented. There is therefore scope to apply data-driven methods (clustering, GAMMs 
and FPCA) to the documentation of focus and segmental effects across the two ethnolects. I 
specifically consider methodological decisions taken by the researcher and their implication 
on future methods in prosodic documentation. 
  
Three studies are presented which together are motivated by the following RQs. 

1. How may unsupervised, data-driven methods capture prosodic variation? 
2. What are the prosodic patterns of AFS & AMS? How do they differ in focus marking 

and the role of the segmental string? 
3. What are the methodological implications on future prosodic documentation? 

 
 


