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determiners or conjunctions, which may occur after the IP-marking edge tone combination. 
This is similar to the compression found on post-posed reporting clauses and vocatives in 
English (e.g. ‘Don’t do it!’ she said.) 

30.5 Conclusion 

Until very recently, Austronesian languages have contributed little to our understanding of 
prosodic typology. We are now in a position to enumerate several unusual features of these 
languages which require special attention from theoretical, typological and experimental 
approaches. First of all, the possibility that many languages of Indonesia lack word-based 
prominence must be taken seriously and examined with a more diverse range of tools. Corpus 
investigations, which are necessary to reveal the predictive power of production and 
perception studies cited earlier, are lacking. The theoretical implications of ‘stresslessness’ 
have also gone unexplored. Does ‘stresslessness’ simply indicate that intonational and 
durational prominence are anchored to higher levels within an otherwise normal hierarchical 
prosodic structure or does it imply a restructuring or even a lack of structure on the level of 
the prosodic word? To answer this, evidence for prosodic structure must be culled from 
segmental alternations, phonotactic generalizations, morphophonological processes, 
acquisition and elsewhere. Only then will we be able to say whether a lack of word-based 
prominence is diagnostic of more profound structural differences. Philippine languages, on 
the other hand, present us with the problem of mobile (and morphologically conditioned) 
vowel length, its relation to syllable type and the anchoring of pitch movements, areas which 
show interesting cross-linguistic variation within the group. Making progress here will require 
abandoning (at least temporarily) the composite notion of ‘word stress’. For each language 
under investigation, the determinants of segment and syllable duration, pitch movements, 
overall intensity, as well as other possible measures like spectral tilt, must be treated as a 
priori independent dimensions with special attention to keeping word-level, phrase-level and 
utterance-level effects distinct. It may emerge that Austronesian languages indeed provide 
broad support for the ‘no stress type’. On the other hand, we cannot yet rule out that a careful 
reassessment of prosodic organization in some of the apparent stressless languages could 
yield subtle word-based prominence patterns that are occluded by higher level prosodic 
phenomena. 
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