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The ‘ápa-√yaj-construction’ (as per Forssman 2000) encompasses particle-verb constructions such as:  
 
ṚV 1,133,7bc sunvānó hí ṣmā yájatⁱ áva dvíṣo          devāńãm áva dvíṣaḥ 

‘For by pressing, he sacrifices hatreds away—away hatreds toward the gods.’ 
 
Here, a non-verb-selected object (: **dvíṣaḥ √yaj ‘to sacrifice hatreds’) is licensed by the construction 
it appears in; the object assumes the location or state designated by the verb particle, without being 
directly affected by the verbal action (: dvíṣaḥ GOES áva BY √yaj). 

Such ‘exocentric’ resultative constructions have been extensively discussed in the literature on 
modern languages and are typologically non-trivial, being restricted to so-called satellite-framed-lan-
guages (as per Talmy 2000) such as Russian (e.g., деньги пропитъ :: **деньги питъ) or NHG (e.g., Geld 
versaufen :: **Geld saufen), and illicit otherwise (e.g., in Romance, it. **bere via i soldi, pt. **beber fora o 
dinheiro). Though the presence of exocentric resultatives in ancient Indo-European languages has not 
gone unnoticed (in Greek and Latin by Wackernagel 1924: 180f., Acedo-Matellán 2016; in Indo-Iranian 
by Forssman 2000), a thorough study remains a desideratum. 

After a brief discussion of definitional nature, the talk focuses on the Ṛgvedic attestations of the 
phenomenon, adducing relevant comparanda from other branches and bringing forth a possible cause 
for its spread within Vedic. 
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