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In intonation languages, such as English, German or Dutch, pitch accents are associated with 
stressed syllables (Ladd, 2008). Across pitch accent types, the concrete alignment of f0 peaks 
(and valleys) with the stressed syllable differs, rendering f0 an ambiguous cue to word stress. 
In this talk, I will present results from both offline stress judgement tasks and online word 
recognition, which show that the position of the f0 peak in different pitch accent types guides 
the perception of lexical stress and lexical activation (Zahner, Kutscheid, & Braun, in press). 
The second part of the talk will discuss two (potential) mechanisms that can explain why 
utterance-level intonation affects stress identification and lexical processing: a) the salience of 
high f0 (Hsu, Evans, & Lee, 2015) and b) the frequent co-occurrence of high f0 and the stressed 
syllable (in H*-accents, Peters, Kohler, & Wesener, 2005). Based on recent data from 
exposure-test paradigms, I will argue that the occurrence frequency of different pitch accent 
types modulates the reliance on f0 as a stress cue. 
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